, «> % * 
— M ON 
© * 
N * | N 
8 o 


4 "ra Rl 32 We e AO 


bs „ 


BEING AN EXTRACT * 


Ss _ R M O N. 


1 


1 CortNTH, ix. 24. 
WRITTEN BY THE AUTHOR of 
THE HED PROGRESS. 


2 
hy 


* = 
— * * — 


—— 


By the Rev. Mr, FLETCHER. 


LONDON: Printed by R. Haves, 
And Sold at the Foundry in Moor fields; and at the 
Rab; Mr. Weſtey's Preaching-Houſes, in 


5 » Tou and Country. 1 777 | ö E. 


— 


" 15 3 21 


(Price Oxe-Pexxy.) 


N 
* 


9 


; 29252 
* 
* 
% 


aw 6's e 2 7580 7788 
The HEAVENLY FOOTMAN, Þ 
A 3 | 8 


uM 


. 


- 
Af 
— —O 


* 


* 4 f 
4 . 


— — — — 
— — — — — — 


An Extract * from pious John Bunyart's 
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B EIN G AN 


« Epiſtle to all ſlothful People.“ | 


h „Fans! NIA Ar Rs — 

b OLOMON ys, that the deſire of the ſloth- = 
ful killeth him. No greater ſhame can-befal a Sy 

man than to ſee that he has fooled away his foul, and of 1 


finned away eternal life, The next way to do it is, 10 


be Jlothful in the work of ſalvation. Slothfubuſs. has Ml 


| . theſe two evils, to neplect the time in which it ſhould be * 
getting of heaven, and bring in untimely repentance, of 
He, who fhall lofe his ſol thro' flothfulnsſs, will have 750 
5 nu cauſe to be glad thereat when he comes to hell, p be 
1 The fluggard will not plough by reaſon of the o 
cold, Prov. xx. 4. That is, he will nat break vp - 
N the fallow ground e His heart, becauſe there muſt be — 7 
N Fame pains taken ly him that will do it. He that vs 2 
N Aothiful in the things of this world, is loth to ſet about 91 
1 the work he ſhould follow—1s willing to make delays — * 
| | will make any ſmall matter a ſufficient excuſe to keep hos 
h him off” from plying his work—does his work by halves , 55 
1 ales uſually lofe the ſeaſon, in which things are to be the 
dauer: ond Thus it is alſo with them that are ſloth- a 
| ful for heaven, they miſs the ſeaſon of grace. And of ( 
f therefore they vil be chid for the ſame. Thou wick= Th, 
ed, or /lthful ſervant, out of thine own mouth the; 
| n 1 * will fo 
ö , This extract is publiſhed : (1) To ſtir up lazy and inconſiſtent | lan 
( Arminian profeſſors, who aftert, that we ſhould work out our own ſtil 


ſalvation. with all diligence; and yet neglect doing it: And (2) to 
convince of partiality, the contentious Calvihiſts, who quarrel with 


? their brethren, for preaching con/fently the very ſame doctrine, o 
4 which is i%½ονẽ]ſiently maintained by their orthodox teachers, among 

whom pious Fohn Bunyan flange rt rank. 1 N 
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you be flothful * The curſe of 
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will I judge thee :. Thou ſaidſt, was thus and 
thus, Luke xix. 22, 23. Wherefore then gaveſte 


not thou my money to the bank, Sc. Take the 


unprofitable ſervant, and caſt him into utter 
darkneſs. Matt. xxv. 26, 30. | 
M hat ſhall I fay.? Time runs, and will you be ſloth- 


1? Tour ſouls are worth a erg worlds, and will 


od hangs over your 
heads, and will you be ſlothful Devils are laborious, 
and ſeek by all means to keep you out of heaven ; and 
will you be ſothful ? Would yau be willing to be dam+ 
ned for flethfulneſs * Was Chriſt ſlothſul in the work 
of your redemption ? If all this will not move, I tell 


you, God will not be flothful to'damn you, 


Obj. But if I ſhovld ſet in, and run as you would 
have me, I muſt run fr:m all my /ins, and loſe the love 
of my friends, Ans. True: 1 if thou doſt not, 
thou wilt run into hell-fire, cnd thou art ſure to loſe 
the love of God and the benefit of heaven, 


Obj. But ſurely I may begin this time enough a 


year or two hence? Ani, Haſt thou any leaſe of thy 
life * Doft thou know whether the day of grace will 
laſt a week longer or no? For the day of grace is paſt 


with ſome, befcre their life is ended; and if it ſhould | 


be ſo with thee, woulilſt not thou fay ?- O that | had 
begun to run before the day of grace had been paſt, and 
the gates of heaven ſhut 2 me ! But all theſe are 
the words of a flothful ſpirit. Ariſe, man, be /lathful 
no longer. Set foot, and hart, and all into the way 
of God, and run. The cr «v4 is at the end of the race. 
There alſo ſtands the Inving forerunner Feſus, O 
therefore, do not delay, but put into practice the words 


of the men of Dan Ariſe : for we have ſeen the 


land; and behold it is very good, and are ye 


ſtill? Do you forbear running ? Jud. xviil, 9. 
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| So run that ye may obtain. 
. WR EAVEN is that which every one deſireth- 
38. pq 58 yer bat very few do obtain that glory. Many 
eminent profeſſors drop ſhort of a welcome 
8 from God into this pleaſant place, There- 
fore, tir not ſtill, and wiſh for heaven; but run for it, 
| So run, that ye may obtain. As if the a fhould ſay : 
= Some becauſe they would not loſe their ſouls, begin to 
; run betimes, apace, with patience, the right way; do 
you fo un. Some run from friends and compamens, 
| and this that they may have the crown: do you fo run. 
Some run thro” good report and evil report, that they 
may win the pear] : do you fo run. So run that you may 

. obtain, | 
Theſe words are taken from men's running for a 
| - wager : a very apt ſimilitude to ſet before the ſaints ; 
| | Kory you not that they which run in à ract, run all, but 


' one obtaineth the prize ? So run that you may obtain. That 
is, be ſure you win as well as run. | 

I) he doctrine I do find in the words (of the text) is 
* this: They that will have heaven muſt rum for it, I ſay, 
THEY THAT WILL HAVE HEAVEN. MUST RUN FOR tr. 
T beſeech you to heed it well. The prize is heaven, 
and if you will have it, you muſt for it. You have 
- another ſcripture, Heb. xii. Let ds lay afide every aveight, 

and the fin which does fo eaſily beſet us, and let us run with 
patience the race ſet before ul. Again, ſays Paul, I /o run, 

not as uncertainly, ſo fight 1, &c, ; : 


But 
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7 
But obſerve (1) That this running is to e. 
ſtood of the ſwifteſt ſort of running, called I eetng : 
That we might have firong conſolation, who have fled for 
Tefuge to lay hold on the hope jet before ue. Heb. vi. It 
is taken from that of Joſh. xx, concerning the man that 
was to flee to the city of refuge when the avenger of 
blood was hard at his heels, therefore it is a running 
— for one's life; a tunning with all might and main. 
(2) This running is called a prgſiag, IR ESS forwards 
the mark: (Phil. iii. 14) which ſignifies that they that 
will have heaven muſt not ſtick at any diſficulties, but 
50 crowd and thruſt thro all that may ſtand between 
eaven and their ſouls. So run. | 
hs (3.) This running is called in another place, a con- 
tinuing in the way of life. hon CONTINUE in the faith 


4 grounded and ſettled, and be not moved away, Col. i. 14. 
N not to run a little now and then, by fits and ſtarts, or 
7 half way, or almoſt thither ; but to run for my life, and 
* to continue to the end of the race, Which muſt be to 


the end of my life: Firſt: Becauſe many ran, yea 
run far too, who yet miſs of the crown, that ſtands at 
the end of the race. - You knew that all who run in a 
* race; do not win; and ſo it is here. What, do you 
think that every profeſſor will have heaven? What, 
5d every lazy one, that ſcarce runneth ſo faſt heaven - ward 
E zs a ſnail creepeth on the ground ?—2. Becauſe the man 
that runs, if he does not obtain the prize, loſes his la- 
bour. And, ah! how many /«ch runners will there be 


bs found at the day of Lang 20 wh Multitudes come to 
at heaven - gates, and there ſtanderying, Lord, Lord, when 


they have nothing but rebukes for their pains: Depart, 
From me : You come too late: You run too laz * 70 
The dvor is ſhut. O ſad ſtate for thoſe that run àud 
miſs! 'Therefore, if you will have heaven you muſt run 
for it. So run that you may obtain,—z. Becauſe the way 
is long: there is much work to do; there ate many 
ſteps to be taken by thoſe, that ĩntend tobe ſaved. Out 
of Egypt thou muſt run a long journey through the 
vaſt, wilderneſs, before thou come to the land of pro- 
8 | | 
(4) They that will go to heaven muſt tun for it, 
becauſe, as the way is long, ſo time, in which they 
3 are 


| 
| 
| 
| 


(6) 


are to get at the end of it, is very uncertain. Whea 


death comes, away thou muſt go, whether thou art pro- 


vided or not; and therefore look to it: it is not good 


dallying with the ſalvation or damnat.ou of the ſoul. 

(5) They that will have heaven muſt rua for it; 
becauſe the devil followeth them. He goeth about, ſeek. 
tne whom he may devour : and I will aflure you, the de- 
vil is nimble : he can run apace; he has overtaken 
many, turned up their heels, and given them an ever- 
laſting fall. Hell alſo has a wide mouth: it can firetch 
itſelf tarther than you are aware of : and as the angel 
ſaid to Lot, Look not behind thee, neither tarry thou 
in all che plain, leſt thou be conſumed ; fo ſay I to thee, 
Take heed, tarry not, left the devil, bell, death, and 
the ſearful curſes of the law overtake thee, and throw 
thee down in the midſt of thy fins, fo as neier to riſe 
again. If this were well-conlidered, then thou, as well 
as I, wouldit ſay, They that will have heaven muſt ran 


for it. 


(64) They muſt run for it, becauſe, perchance, the 


gutes of heaven may be ſhut ſhortly. I. Lat and no man 
ran open, fays Chriſt. If thou ſhouldit come but one 
quarter of an hour too late, I tell thee, it will coſt thee 
an eternity to bewail thy miſery in. Fanuc is Hira can 
tell thee, what it is to ſtay till the gates of mercy be 


quite ſhut; or to run ſo lazily, that they be ſhut before 


thou get within them. What, to be ſhut out! What 
out ct heaven ! Sinner, rather than % it ran for it. 


Laſtly. So run, that thru mayeſl obtain; becauſe, if 
thou loſe, thou loſeit foul, Chriſt, heaven, &c. Be- 
ſides, thqu layeft thyſelf open to the ſhame and reproach 
that God, Chriſt, fajuts, &c. can lay upon thee. All 
that go by, will begin to mock at thee, ſaying, This 
van began !0 run avell, but was not able to Gai. | 


DIRECTIONS, 
1. If thou wouldit fo run, as to obtain the kingdom of 


heaven, get iuto the way. It is not fimply the runner. 
FO | + + mix 


Ss 


CORE 


nor yet the / runder, that winneth the crown, un- 
leſs he be in the cvay that leads thereto, There is a 
at running to and fro', and yet every one is for his 


life, his ſoul. If you ſay, Which is the way? Jefus ' 


ſays, I am the c, &c, So then thy buſineſs is, if 
thou wou!dſt have falvarion) to ſee if thou art planted 
in bim, hati faith in him, ſo as to make a /i/e out ot him. 
and to conform thee to him. For the Lord's ſake, take 
heed, Do not think, thou art in the way upon too 
flight grounds: fur if thou miſs the way, thou wilt 
maſs the prize, and loſe thy foul. Miſtruſt thy own 
ſtrength: down on thy knees in prayer to the Lord, for 
the Spirit of truth: ſearch the word for direction: flee 
ſeducers ; keep company with the chriſtians that have 
moſt experience of Chriſt; have a care of relying on 
outward obedience. 


Dir. II. Be much in ſtudying the way; what Chriſt 


is; what he has done; why he is; why he has done 
what is done; and what he does in hcaven., Bethink- 
ing alſo of thoſe places to which thou muſt not come 
near. Avoid ſuch things as are expreflly forbidden in 
the word of God. Withdraw thy foot from ber, for her 
eps take hold of bell; Prov. v. And ſo of every thing 
that is not in the way. So run | 

Dix. III. Strip thy ſelf of thoſe things, that may hin- 
der thee in thy way to heaven; as covetouſneſs, pride, 
luſt, or whatever elſe thy heart may be inclined unto, 
which may hinder thee in this heavenly race. Men 
that run for a wager, do not incumber themſelves. 
Every man, that flriveth for the maſle:y, is temperate in all 
things. It is but a vain thing to talk of going to hea- 
ven, if thou let thy heart be incumbered with thoſe 
things that would hinder. : 

Dir. IV. Beware of by-paths : take heed of all crook- 
ed paths that lead to damnation. Some of them are 
dangerous becauſe of practice, ſome becauſe of opin on. 


But look right before thee ; ponder the path of thy feet ; 


turn not to the right hand, nor to the left ; remove thy foot 
far from evil, This counſel not being taken, is the 


reaſon of that reeling this way, and that way, and ſo 


miſſing the way to the kingdom, The way to heaven 
18 
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is hard to be found, and as hard to be kept in. Let as 
the harlot's houſe at Fericho was known by one ſcariet 
thread, ſo the ſtreams of Chriſt's blood run throughout 


the way to heaven: mind that: have bo/dng/;, to cuter in- 


to the halieft by the blood of Feſus. 27H 

\ Dx. V. Do uot look ioo high. If thou be prying 
overmuch into God's ſecret decrees, thou — 
ble and fall, as many hundreds have done. ” 
DI. VI. Have not an ear open to every one that 
.calleth after you. If men run tor ſome great matter, 
they ſay, I am runuing for a wager: if I win, 1am 
made: if I loſe, 1 am undone : hinder me net. Thus 
ſhould thou do, and thou haſt more cauſe than they; 
foraſmuch as they run butifor things that laſt not; but 
thou, for an incorruptible glory. I give thee notice of 
this, knowing that thou ſhalt have enough to call after 
thee, even the devil, fan, pleaſures, profits, eaſe, pride, 


&c« one crying ſtay for me; the other faying, Do nut 


leave me; and a third, Take me along with you. Let 


not thine ear be open for ſuch iu au. You kuow 
what it coſt the young man, that was int'ced by a har- 
lot, Prov. vii. Many firong men have been ſlalu, that 
is kept out of heaven by her, Soul, take this counſel 
and ſay, Satan, fin, pleaſure, profit, &c. let me alone: 
ſtand off: come not nigh me : for I am running for hea- 
ven, for my foul, for God, for Chriſt; from hell and 
everlaſting damnation. If I win, I win all; aud it 1 
loſe, I loſe all: let me alone, So run. | 
'Drx. VII. Be not daunted, though thou meeteſt 


with ever ſo many diſcouragements in thy. journey. 


Encourage thyſelf with the tender- heartedaeſs of Chriſt, 
the merits of his blood, the freeneſs of his invitations to 


come in. If theſe be not thy meditations, thou wilt 


draw very e if thou do not give up all for loſt, 
and ſo knock o from. following any farthyr. | 
DIR. VIII. Take heed of being offended, at the 
croſs, that thou muſt go by. If thou art in the way ty 
the kingdom, my for thine, you will come at the 
craſs ſhortly. The Lord grant thou doſt not ſhrink at 
it, ſo as to turn thee back again. The cio's ſtands 4s 

N a way 


man to lay h 


4 

2 way -· mark to heaven, thou muſt go cloſe by it: 
thou muſt take it up, or elſe thou will quickly — 
of the way that leads to heaven, and turn aſide to ſome 
of thoſe crooked lanes, that lead down to the chambers 

of death. e ett n 
The croſs is known (1} in the doctrine of jaſſiſca- 
tion. It ſtretehes every vein. in a man's heart, to be 
willing in the very midit of the ſenſe of his fins, to 
throw himſelf wholly upon the righteouſne(s of another. 
(2) Inthe — of mortification. Is it nothing for a 
on his darling fins, that ſtick as eloſe 
to him as the fleſh does to the bones? If this were 
an eaſy matter, what need all theſe prayers, ſighs, 
watchings? Nay, do you not ſee that ſome men, be- 
fore they will ſet about this work, will even venture the 
loſs of heaven, Chriit and all? I aſſure you, to eut off 
right hands, and pluck out right eyes, is no pleaſure to 


the fleſh, ( 3.) In the doctrine of pet/everance. It is 


no great matter to begin to look for heaven, to begin to 
ſeek the Lord, to begin to ſhun ſin; but it is a very 
preat matter to continue with God's approbation. 

ant Calth, fays God, has followed me (he has con- 
rinually followed me) fully, be Hal poſſeſs the land. 
Numb. iv. 24- Almoſt all the many thouſands of the 
children of ad, tell ſhort of perſeverance, when they 
walked from Ez yp? towards the land of Canaan. I- 
deed they went to the work at firſt pretty willingly, but 
they are quickly out of breath. It is an eaſy mattor 
for a man to run a mile or two: O but to hold out for 
a thouſand miles! he that does this, muſt look to meet 
with the croſs, Perſeverance is a very great part of 
the cyoſs, I could point out many, that after they have 
followed the ways of God three or four years, have 
been beat out of wind, have taken up their lodgings 
and reſt before they have got half way to heaven; 
ſome in this; and ſome in that fin ; and have ſecretly, 


| nay ſometimes openly faid, The way is too ſtrait, the 


race too long, therehgion too holy, I can go no farther. 
It is the croſs, which keeps thoſe that are kept from 
heaven, It is that which ſpoileth all. Some, when 
they dome at the croſs, can go no farther : 2 
um 


( mo ) 
ſtumble at it and break their necks : Others turn afide 
o the left hand or to the right, and fo think to get to 
heaven another way. 'Theretore if thou meet the croſs. 
in thy journey, in what manner ſoever it be, take cou- 
rage; knowing that by the croſs is the way to the Kingy 
dom. | 1 | 


Drs. IX. Bey of God, that be c uld enlighten thine 
underitanding and enflame thy will. When men come 


to ſee what a heaven there is to be enjoyed, it will make 


them run thro? thiek and thin, When. a man's will is. 
fully ſet to do a thing, it mult be a very hard matter 
that ſhall hinder that man from bringing ubout his end. 
You /#/f-xwilled people, no body knows what to de with 
you: We ſay, He wt have his own vill, do all that 
we can. A man that is 1efolred fays, I wil do my 
beſt to advantage myſelt, I i do my worſt to hinder 
my enemies; I evil have it, or I zu,, loſe my lite, 
'I'bo? he kill me, yet a ] truſt in him. Iπτατꝰ.ι not let 
4hee go except thou bleſs me. I wvill, I a. % Invidt; 
'O:this bleſſed influmed nvill for heaven! What is like 


it? I tell you the vill is all; that is one of. the chief- - 
eit thinge, which turos the wheel either backwards or 


_ * forwards; and God knoweth that full well, aud ſo does 

the devil, and therefore they both endeavour very much 
to ſtrengthen the w of their ſervants,  Ged is for 
muking of bis a «vill;xg people to ſerve him: and the 
devil docs what he can to poſſeſs 'the cui of thoſe that 
are his with the love of fin: and therefore whey Chriſt 
comes cloſe to the matter, he ſays, You W rLL NOT owe 
to me. How often auc], have gathered you as a hen does 


ber chickens, lat 3c Wo p NOT. O theretore cry hard + 


to God, to inflame thy. wil! for heaven and Chriſt. Get 
thy cuil tipt with beavenly grace and reſolution againſt 


all diſcouragements, and thou gœeſt full ſpeed for hea- 


ren. But if thou fauker in thy will, thou uilt run 
hulting all the way, and alſo to be ſure, rh wilt fait 
hort at lat. The Lord give thee a will and courage ! 


Before I take my leave of thee, let me give thee a 
few'MOT1VEs alcng with thee, It may be, they will Le 
W100 1431 a8 
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28 good as a pair of ſpurs to prick on thy lumpiſh heater 
In this rich voyage. (I.) It thou Woneſt, then hea- 
ven, yea lite eternal is thine; and if thou loſeſt, then 
thy loſs is heaven; Beſides thou procureſt eternal death 
with the everlaſting damnation of thy own ſoul. (2.) 
Death and damnation follow after thee as hard as they 
can drive, and. therefore, for the Lord's ſake, make 
haſte, (3) If they ſicze upon thee, before thou get to 
the city ot reiuge, they will put an everlaſting ſtop to 
thy journey. IU bis alſo cries, Run for it. (4.) Now 
heaven's gates, with Chriſt's arms are wide open to re- 
ceive thee. This conſideration ſhould make thee reach 
out, and fly with all ſpeed. ; (5.) Keep thine eye upon 
the prize. Be ſure that thy eyes be continually upon 
the profit thou art like to get, Ihe reaſon why men 
faint in their way to heaven, lieth chiefly in either of 
theſe two things; Firſt, they do not ſeriouſly donſider 
the worth of the prize; they muſt loſe heaven for want 
of conſidering the worth of it. That thou, mayeſt not 
do the like, keep thy eye much upon the comfort that 
is to be had there by thoſe that win the prize. This 
made the apoſtle run thro? any thing, peril by fea and 
peril by land, &c. It made alſo others endure to be 
toned, fawn aſunder, thrown to the wild beaſts. Se- 
condly do not ſay in thy heart: This is too good for 
me; tor I tell 'thee, heaven is prepared for all who 
will accept of it, therefore take heart and rung man, 
(6.) Think much of them that are gone before. When 
my baſe heart has been inclining to loiter in my way 
towards heaven, the very conſideration of the glorious 


ſaints and angels in heaven, what they enjoy, how they 


would befuol me it they knew that my heart was draw- 
ing back, has cauſed me to ruſh forward, and ſay to my 
Tſoul ; Come ſoul, let us ſee what this heaven is: Let 
us even venture for it, and try if that will quit our coſt, 
O therefore throw away ſtriking luſts, follow after 
rightcouſneſs, love the Lord Jelus ; I'll warrant thee 


he will give thee a goodly recompence. (7.) Set to 


work. and when thou haſt run thy felt down menys the 
Lord Jjeſus will take thee up and carry thee, Is not 
this enough enough to make any poor ſoul to begin 

a his 
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empty, vain, without communion with kim 


1 
uh race. Fathers encouraging their children, ſa ing. 


Run, ſweet babe, until thou arr weary, and then I will 


carry thee. He will gather the lambs: with bis arm, and 
carry chem in his beſom. When they are weary they ſhall 
ride, —Or elſe he will convey new ſtrength into th 

foul, which will be as well: The young men ſhall utterly 
fail, but they that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew tbeir 
ftrength, If. xl. 30. (8.) The devil will loſe no time, 
Ypare no pains, neither will his ſervants, to ſeek the de» 
firucion of themſelves aud others; and ſhall not we be 
as induſtrious for our own ſalvation? Shall the world 
venture the damnation of their ſouls, for a corruptible 
crown ; and ſhall we not venture the loſs of a few tri- 
fles, for an eternal crown? Shall they venture the loſs 


of eternal friends, as God to love, Chriſt to redeem, the 


holy Spirit to comfort, heaven for habitation, ſaints and 
angels tor company, and all this to hold communion 
with fin, and a few drunken, lying, covetous wretches 
Hke themſclves? And ſhall we not labour as hard, run 
as fiſt, leek as diligently, nay, an hundred times more 
Uil:gently for the company of thoſe glorious and eternal 
friends? Shall it be ſaid at the laſt day, That wicked 
men made more haſte to bell than you did to heaven ? 
O run with all might and main. | 

Now I come to make ſome uſe and application of 


what has been ſaid. You ſee that he, who will go to 


heaven muſt rus for it; yea, and /o run as I have ſaid, 
Well then, do you / run. And now let us examine a 
little. Art thou got into the right way? Art thou in 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs? Search: When waſt thou turn- 
ed out of thy fins, into the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt? 
Doſt thou fee thyſelf in him? Ie he more precious to 
thee than all the world? Is thy mind always muſing on 
bim? Doſt thou love to be talking of him? and walk- 
ing with him? Doſt thou count all 4 lifelefs, 

Does his 
company ſweeten, and his abſence embitter all things? 
'Soul, be ſerious; and do not take things of ſuch weighty 


concern as the ſalvation or damnation of thy ſoul, with- 
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(.) Art thou unladen of pride, LM profits, 
Iuſts? What! Doſt thou think to run faſt enough, 
with thy fins and luſts in thy heart? I tell thee, ſoul, 
they that have laid all aſide, every weight, every fin, 
and are got into the nimbleſt poſture, find work enough 
fo to run as to hold out. Art thou therefore unladen 
of theſe things? Never talk of going to heaven, if 
thou art not. It is to be feared, thou wilt be found 
22 thoſe many, that vill /eek to enter in, and ſhall not 
e able. | 
(2) Tf fo, what will become of them, that are grown 
weary, before they are got half way? Why, man, it is 
he, that holdeth out to the end, that muſt be ſaved ; 
it is he, that ovERcoMETH, that ſhall inherit all things: 
it is no: every one, that begins. Agrippa ſtept fair 
enough, but he ſtept ſhort. Methinks I have ſeen how 
theſe poor wretches, that get but almoſt to heaven, 
ſhall cry out in hell, ſaying I was almoſt a chriſtian, 
T was almoſt got into the kingdom, almoſt out of my 
tins, almoſt Wie under the curſe of God, almaſt, but 
not altogether, O that I ſhould be almoſt at heaven, 
and ſhould not go-quite through ! 
(3) What will become of them, that ſometime ſince 
were running poſt haſte to heaven, but now are run- 
ning as faſt back again? Do you think thoſe will ever 
come thither? What! To run back again to fin, to 
the world, to the luſt of the fleſh, to the devil? It had 
been better for them not to haue known the way of righteouſ* 
neſs, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy 
commandments Thoſe men ſhall be damned for proteſ- 
fing to all the world, that fin is better than Chriſt ; for 
the man, that runs back again, does as good as ſay, I 
have tried Chriſt, and I have tried fin, and I do not 
find ſo much profit in Chriſt as in fin, O'fad ; What 
a doom will they have, who were almoſt at heaven's 
gates, and then run back again! JF any draweth back, 
ays Chriſt, ry ſoul /kall have no pleaſure in him. Again, 
o man, having ſet his hand to the plow, that is, ſet for- 
ward in the ways of God, and /ooking back, turning. 
back again, 7s fit for the kingdom of heaven; and if not fit 
for the kingdom of 1 then for certain, he muſt 


„ 
needs be fit for the fire bt hell: and therefore thoſe, 
that bring forth theſe apoſtatizing fruit, as briers and 
thorns, are rejected, being nig unto curſing, whoſe end 
7s to be burned, If they ſhall not &ape, that negleet, 
how ſhall they eſcape, that reject, and turn their back 
upon, / great ſalvation ? And if the righteous, that is, 
they that run for it, will find work enough to get to 
heaven; then where will the ungodly, backfliding ſin- 
ner appear? O if Judas the traitor, or Francis Spira 


the back ſlider, were but now alive to tell theſe men, 


what it has coſt their ſouls for backſliding, ſurcly it 
would ſtick by them. | 

(4) He that backſlides, and he that fits ſtill in fin, 
are both of ne of mind: the one will not ſtir, becauſe 
he loves his fins; the other runs back again, beeauſe he 


loves the things of this world. Is it not the ſame 


thing? Shall not the ſame hell hold them hereafter ? . 

(5) They, that will have heaven, muſt run for it. 
This calls aloud to thoſe, that begun but a while ſince, 
to run, to mend their pace, if they intend to win. 
They, who come hindmoſt, had need to run faſteſt, 
There are thoſe, that have run ten years to thy one, 
and yet will ſay, they doubt they ſhall come late 
enough. How then will it be with thee? Look to 
it therefore; part ſpeedily with all that is an hindrance 
to thee in thy journey, and / run, that thou mayeſt ob- 
lain. 

(6) You, that are old profeſſors, take heed that the 
voung ſtriplings of Jeſus, that began to ſtrip but the 
other day, do not out-run you, ſo as to have that ſerip- 
ture fulfilled on you, The off ſhall be laſt, and the laſt 

firſt, You, that are hindmoſt, ſtrive to out-run them 
that are before you: and you that are foremoſt, hold 
your ground: that is the right running, for one to ſtrive 
to out- run another. . | 

(7) How unlikely are they to win, that think it is 


enough to keep company with the hindmoſt, If there 
be but any lazy, flothful, half-hearted profeſſors in the 
country, they will be ſure to take example by them, 
not conliderin that the hindmoſt loſe the prize. It 
colt the tooliſk virgins dear for coming too late, They 
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that were ready went in with him, and the door was ſhut. 
Afterwards, mark ! Atterwards came the other _ virging 
ſaying, Lord, Lord, open to us: But he anſwered, Depart. 
I know you not. Depart, lazy profeſſors, cold profeſſors, 
ſlothful profeſſors. O methinks the word of God is fo 
lain for the overthrow ot you lazy profeſſors, that it 
is to be wondered men do take no more notice of it. 
How was Lots wife ſerved for running lazily, and for 
giving but one look behind her? It turned her into a 
pillar of ſalt : It made Judas hang himſelf: Vea, it will 
make thee curſe the day on which thou waſt born, it 


thou miſs the kingdom, as thou wilt certainly do, if this 
be the courſe. 


(8) How if thou, by thy lazy running, ſhould not 
only deſtroy thyſelf, but be the cauſe of the damnation 
of ſome others. He is a profeſſor, ſay they, and yet 
he ſeeks pleaſures, profits, &c. and profeſſes he is going 
to heaven ; yea he ſays alſo, he does not fear but he 
ſhall have entertainment ; let us therefore keep pace 
with him, we ſhall fare no worſe than he. Look to it, 
thou wilt have ſtrength little enough, to give account 


of the loſs of hy own ſoul; Thou needeſt not have to 


give an account, why thou didſt ſtop others from enter- 
ing in, How wilt thou anſwer that, Tou would not enter 
in yourſelves; and them that æuould you hindered? For 
that ſaying will be eminently fulfilled on them, that 
thro” their own idleneſs do keep themſelves out of hea- 
ven, and by giving others the ſame example hinder 
them alſo, | 

(9) I beſeech you in the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that none of you do run ſo lazily in the way to 


heaven, as to hinder either yourſelves or others. If a 


man ſhould venture when he is running for his life, to 
ſtep aſide out of his way to pick up a ſtraw, thou wouldſt 


condemn him: and doſt thou not condemn thyſelt, that 


doſt worſe, that loitereſt in thy race: notwithſtanding 
thy ſoul, heaven, glory, and all is at ſtake, Have a 
care, have a care, poor wretched ſinner, have a care. 


Look unto Feſus, who is not only the author and finihher 


of faith, but who did for the joy that was ſet before him, 
endure the croſs, deſpiſe the ſhame, and is now ſet gown at 


the right hand of God. Heb, xit. 2. WE 
ow, 


: 
, 


(+ 16) ) 
Nou, that you may be provoked to run with the ſore- 
Fi | moſt, take notice ut this. It is faid that Let's wife, 
+8 looking back from behind him, became a pillar of ſalt; 
| and yet we do not read, that he d'd ſo much as once 
look what was become of her: his heart was indeed up- 
on his journey, as well it might; there was the moun- 
tain betore him, and the fie and brimſtone behind him: 
his life lay at flake, and he had loſt it, if he had but 
looked behind hn. Vo thou o run. In thy race, re- 
member Ls wite, amd her doom: remember for wh:t 
that doe m did overt ike her; remember that God made 
her an example for a lazy rubbers to the end of the 
world: and Yate bed thou fail not after the ſame example. 
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If this will not provoke thee, conſider, (1) Thy ſoul 
| is either to be ſa: cd or loſt ; thou {halt not loſe y ſoul 
1 by thy lazineſs: it, 13 o ] What ſhall it profit 
| n man, if he ſhold galt the whole world, and lofe his o 

Soul ? (2) If thor loſe thy foul, it is thor alſo muſt bear 
| . the blame. (3) If thou wilt not run, the people ot 
1 God are reſolved to leave thee behind. It may be, thou 
i 


| haſt a father, brother, &. going pott htufte to hearen; 
| -wouldit thou be willing to be left behind them Well 
I; tuen, finner, wilt thow ron? Art thou reſolved to ſtiip, 
dr art thou not; Then quickly, man; delay not nt 
[18 - this matter. Confer not 411th fleſh and blood, Look up 
to heaven, and fee how thou likeſt it; alfo to hell, of 
which thou mayſt underſtand ſomething in my book 
called, TuE Groans Or A DAMNED Soul. It that 
doſt not know- the way, inquire at the Word of God, 
It thou wanteit company cry for God's Spirit, It thou 
wanteſt encouragement, entertain the prom!?/es, But be 
fare, thou begin berimes, get into the way, run apace, 
and hold out to the end. And the Lord give thee 4 
. proſperous journey, Farewell, | « 
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